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City of San Diego Civic Center Redevelopment Definition

Project Summary

The City of San Diego is seeking proposals from qualified developers to replace its aging Civic Center Complex. The only public building to be excluded would be the Civic Theater.  In a public private partnership the City would entertain proposals to redevelop the site with the understanding that for the right to develop the non-civic portion of the site the developer would replace the Cities public buildings.

Concerns
The Civic Concourse is currently undersized and does not represent the importance of the civic heart of a great city. Pressure will likely bear to optimize the site for commercial development. This to the exclusion of adequate interior and exterior public spaces. Since economics will be a major driver in this process, concern would be that we would be replacing Civic buildings that have been criticized as being “just another office building” with equally or less quality structures that should represent important symbols of our City.

The City has considered various ways to replace its aging buildings. A major concern is the asbestos present in the City Hall. Economics and politics have been a continued deterrent to finding a solution. The concept of a public private partnership where in the city would get to replace it’s Civic Center without having to go to the taxpayers is basically a good direction. Non-the-less we must be diligent to insure we get a complex that is convenient, efficient and stands as a representative symbol of our great City.

