City of San Diego North Embarcadero Visionary Plan (NEVP) Definition

Project Summary

CCDC is Partnering with The Unified Port of San Diego and the City of San Diego to develop a mile and a half of waterfront property on Harbor Drive from Laurel Street south to Pacific Highway and Harbor Drive. The North Embarcadero Visionary Plan will transform downtown San Diego’s western waterfront into a green esplanade with open and covered walkways, plaza spaces and art/memorial areas. The first phase includes the construction of a 100-foot wide pedestrian esplanade on Harbor Drive between the B Street Pier and the Navy Pier all located in downtown San Diego's Columbia neighborhood. View corridors to the bay from east-west streets will ensure that the green spine of the North Embarcadero is visually linked to adjacent neighborhoods. The Joint Powers Authority (JPA) consisting of the City of San Diego’s Redevelopment Agency (acting through CCDC), the Unified Port of San Diego and the City of San Diego are currently directing the design and engineering phase. The project has received schematic design approval and design development approval from the JPA Board. Construction documents preparation for phase one is underway and approval to go to bid should occur in the early fall 2009 with groundbreaking of first phase scheduled for late 2009.  The overall project is anticipated to be built in ten phases. 

Concerns
· View Corridor at Broadway.
· Number of Trees along the Broadway sidewalks.
· Trees in the Medians.
· Relationship of Broadway Cruise Ship Terminal Building to the Broadway Pier, the esplanade and the Broadway terminus.

· Design of Broadway Pier terminus fencing, gates, driveways, public appurtenances, and handling of existing utility structures at the NEVP esplanade.

· Appropriateness of the NEVP Public Art Program.
· Appropriateness of the Jacaranda Groves.
· Aesthetic of the Pavilion, support buildings and restroom building.
· Source of irrigation water supply.
· Program Components of Future Phases 

Sub-committee Responsibility

The UDC subcommittee members will participate in the public meetings, act as facilitators on behalf of high quality urban design solutions for a public park area, and engage the various stakeholders in discussions and workshops. Stakeholders include park institutions, foundations, community interested groups, Downtown Partnership, four corners developers, CCDC and the City of San Diego public agencies.  We believe that if we all put our heads together, in good faith, we'll find creative solutions and opportunities to enhance the waterfront experience and cruise ship industry while satisfying the ongoing public park needs of the downtown and greater communities.  The first phase of the NEVP will complete Construction Documents in Fall of 2009.  
Submitted by Philip J. Bona, AIA

4/29/09


